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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 

The registered telegraphic address of the Branch is 
** Advantage, London.” 

A statement of the objects and work of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch will be found on p. 191. 

Attention is directed to the Sample Room, where 
there are at present on view, among other exhibits, 
samples of iron ore received from H.M. Consuls at 
various places in illustration of their reports included 
among those embodied in the publication recently issued 
by the Board of Trade on “ Iron Ore Deposits in Foreign 
Countries”’ (see “Board of ‘rade Journal” of 15th 


June, p. 521); samples of wool felt hats of Italian 
manufacture selling in Abyssinia, Jamaica, Trinidad, and 
British Guiana; samples of Chinese-made footwear (see 


‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 6th April, pp. 10-11). 


The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also 
at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:— 
India. | Queensland. 
Dominion of Canada. | Cape of Good Hope. 


Statements of the objects and work of the Special 
Trade Enquiry Offices will be found on p. 192. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA, 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive 
tenders for the supply and delivery of :— 

Coal wagons, covered wagons, and brake 
vans, i 
as per specification to be seen at the Company’s offices, Nicholas 
Lane, London, E.C. 

Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary, marked ‘“‘Tender for 


Wagons and 
Brake Vans. 
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Wagons and Brake Vans” not later than noon, on Wednesday, 
the 2nd August. 

The Compatiy reserve the right to divide the order, also to 
decline any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 

For each specification a fee of 1l. 1s.is charged, which cannot 
under any circumstances be returned. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Resniates adinting trade received at the Canadian Government 
to ae ate a Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., whence further 

information regarding them may be obtained :-— 

Home Enquiries—An English firm offering good references are 
desirous of obtaining the representation of Canadian shippers of 
tallow, oil seeds, canned fruits and provisions, and fruit pulp. 

The makers of a successful form of agricultural motor, which 
will haul 3-furrow ploughs, mowing machines, reapers and binders, 
and in addition drive threshing machines, chaff cutters, mills, 
pumps, dynamos, &c., desire to seli their patent rights for the 
manufacture of the motor in Canada. 

A Canadian malting firm in a position to export are anxious to 
get into communication with British and Irish brewers and 
distillers. 

The addresses of the largest dealers in sporting requisites are 
required by a Canadian Lacrosse Company in a position to export. 

A Canadian manufacturer of handles (hammer and pick) wishes 
to correspond with dealers in England. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

- . Government Trade Enquiry Office, 73, Basing- 

en See hall Street, E.C., whence further information 
* regarding them may be obtained :— 

Home Enguiries—A manufacturer of Belfast ginger ale wishes 
to appoint a Canadian resident agent. 

A firm of importers of butter, cheese, provisions and other 
produce wish to hear from Canadian shippers of these goods. 

A firm of London importers ask for samples and quotations of 
Canadian barley, second grade. 

Canadian Enguiry.—A British Columbia shipper of cedar doors 
and cedar pattern wood wishes to get into communication with 
importers of these goods. 

Note-——For further information regarding any of the above, 


application should be made to the Canadian Government Trade 
Enquiry Office, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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SOUTH AFRICA: 


According to the ‘‘ South African Engineer ” (Johannesburg), the 
numerous municipal electric light and power 
establishments in South Africa give to im- 
porters opportunities which did not previously 
exist for the introduction of many new appliances. Among those 
lending themselves to profitable trading, none are more suitable to 
South African circumstances than small refrigerating plants for 
creameries, dairies, milk retailers, and butchers. For the keeping 
of milk fresh in hot weather they are specially useful, and a small 
plant of this kind, capable of chilling 150 to 200 gallons of milk 
in an hour, and for cooling a cold storage room about 12 ft. square 
by 7 ft. high, requires only a 3 to 3} h. p. motor, with the neces- 
sary shafting. On occasion, of course, the same plant may be 
made available for driving revolving brushes for cleaning churns, 
also for driving cream separators and other dairy appliances. ‘The 
utility indeed of small motors of this kind is very great, and they 
have a further recommendation, which appeals to municipal 
electrical engineers, in that they provide a use for current when 
the demand for lighting is of the slackest character. 


Small Refrige- 
rating Plants. 





EGYPT: 


A communication has been received at the Commercial Intelligence 

Branch of the Board of Trade from the 

Welsh Coal. Administration of the Egyptian State Railways 

notifying that tenders for the supply of 210,000 

metric tons of Welsh coal during the year 1906, will be received 
by the Administration until the lst October next. 

Specifications containing forms of tender can be obtained of 
Lieut.-Col. Western, R.E., C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, 
Westminster, S.W., upon payment of 2s. per copy. A copy may 
also be inspected at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 





RUSSIA. 
In his report for 1904, H.M. Consul at Moscow (Mr. H. M. Grove) 


writes on the subject of agricultural machinery 
as follows :— 

“* Local firms and representatives in agricul- 
tural machinery have done somewhat worse in comparison with 
previous years, as the Siberian market has been virtually cut off. 
However, when the line clears for general traffic again large orders 
may be expected, the more so as large amounts of money are 
being expended in Siberia for grain, forage, wood, &c., for the 
army. 


Agricultural 
Machinery. 
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RUSSI|A—continued. 


“The difference in the class of machinery required in Russia, as 
compared to that used in the United Kingdom, must be borne in 
mind. The small and weak pony of Russia cannot draw a heavy 
plough. As I have pointed out in previous reports, the Russian 
and Siberian requirements in many ways resemble those of Canada, 
and I am informed that Canada is sending over some light ploughs 
which seem to be very suitable. 

“Taking into consideration the peasant’s general ignorance of 
machinery, and the fact that in all probability the nearest place 
where repairs could be effected would be at aconsiderable distance, 
the following main suggestions may again be repeated :—(1) Sim- 
plicity of construction; (2) lightness ; (8) depéts where all sorts 
of machinery can be shown, and their construction, &c., explained 
in the local dialect to would-be purchasers ; (4) interchangeable 
parts and standardisation of machinery ; (5) accuracy of manufac- 
ture; (6) simplicity of arrangement ; (7) cheapness and easy terms 
of payment; (8) careful packing.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,441). 


The “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 28th June/11th July states that 
Rail the construction of a railway between Tasch- 
eoeenr| kent and Omsk has been definitely decided on ; 
Construction. ihe Minister of Ways and Communications 
having already allotted 1,200,000 roubles (about 126,000I.) for 


that purpose. 


The ‘“ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) of 21st July, 
Fish states that the adjudication will take place on 

sores the 12th/25th August, at the Administration 
Concession. of the Kouban District, Yekaterinodar, Caucasus, 

of tenders for the concession of the Atchoff and Slobodsk-Maly 
fisheries for a term of six years from lst August, 1906. A deposit 
of 20 per cent. of the amount of the annual payment offered is 


required to qualify any tender. 





NETHERLANDS. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 

Railway Material been notified by H.M. Consul at Amsterdam 

sai tein (Mr. W. C. Robinson) that tenders will be 

received up to 16th August, by the Netherlands 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry, for the supply of the following 

material :— 

Contract Surinam VIII.: Forty axles with spoke wheels for 

carriages and wagons, 
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NETHERLANDS —continued. 


Contract Surinam [X.: Supporting springs for wagons. 

Contract Surinam X.: Cast-iron supporting pots with appur- 
tenances for carriages and wagons. 

Contract lit. W. II.: beam, canal, and “ zores ” iron. 

Further particulars may be obtained from Mr. Mart. Nijhoff, 
Bookseller, The Hague, on payment of 1 florin (1s. 8d.) per 
contract. 


A communication has been received at the Commercial Intelli- 

gence Branch of the Board of Trade from H.M. 

Cardiff Coal. Consul at Rotterdam (Mr. H. Turing) notifying 

that tenders will be received up to the 5th 

August by the Director of Naval Establishments at Willemsoord 
for the supply and delivery of about 10,000 tons of Cardiff coal. 

The coal must be from one of the following mines :— 

Nixon Navigation Co., Limited; Penhrwhyton Navigation 
(large coals); Harris Deep Navigation; Ocean Merthyr (steam 
coals) ; Hoods Merthyr (steam coals); Oriental Merthyr (steam 
coals); Insoles Merthyr (steam coals); . International Cardiff ; 
National Merthyr; Great Western Navigation (smokeless steam 
coals); Albion Merthyr; Cwms Merthyr; Cyfarthfa; Dowlais 
Merthyr; Ferndale; Hill’s Plymouth Merthyr; Lewis Merthyr ; 
Lockets Merthyr; Naval Merthyr; Powell Dufirey; Dowlais 
Cardiff. 

The coal must not contain more than 25 per cent. small coal. 
Certificate of origin, vised by the Netherlands Consul at port of 
shipment must be produced. Delivery is to be made in quantities 
of 1,000 tons. | 

H.M. Consul adds that no tenders direct from English firms will 
be accepted, one of the conditions being that tenders must be made 
through Dutch firms. 





FRANCE—ALGERIA,: 


The French “ Journal Officiel ” of 19th July, publishes the text of 

a Law authorising the expenditure of 17,700,000 

Port Works francs (about 708,000/.) on the enlargement of 

as Crna. the port of Oran. The Law contains a clause 

fixing a scale of shipping dues to be levied by the port authorities, 
with a view to providing for a portion of this expenditure. 

The “Journal” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.). 
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PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA, 


In his recent report, H.M. Consul-General at Lourenco Marques 
Hats and (Major Baldwin) says that the imports of 
Umbrellas clothing for native use consist chiefly of hats 

and umbrellas. Cheap articles which look well 
and do not last too long are required. The demand must increase 
with the increasing wealth of the natives. 


Major Baldwin also states that the imports of cutlery into 

Lourengo Marques have nearly trebled since 

Cutlery. last year, and it may be taken that the bulk of 

the increase is due to the Kaffir demand. 

There should be a steady increase for some years to come. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,439.) 





SPAIN. 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 17th July contains a notice inviting 
: tenders, which will be opened at noon on 

Electric ota ned 20th September, at the Directorate-General 

Concessions. of Public Works, Madrid, for the concession 
of an electric tramway in Zaragoza. An application for this 
concession has already been made by the Zaragoza Tramways 
Company, who, at the same rates, will enjoy certain preferential 
rights over other tenderers. The competition will turn, in the 
first place, on the reduction of the tariffs proposed, and if two or 
more identical propositions are made, a further competition will 
take place verbally as to what reduction (if any) of the period 
(60 years) of the concession tenderers may be prepared to accept. 

A deposit of 474 pesetas (about 14/.) is required to qualify any 
tender. | 

The same issue of the ‘‘ Gaceta” announces that an application, 
accompanied by a plan and guarantee, has been received at the 
Directorate-General of Public Works, Madrid, from the Malaga 
Tramways Company for a concession for an electric tramway in 
Malaga. One month from the date of the publication of this 
announcement in the “‘ Gaceta” is allowed for the presentation of 
applications, accompanied by their corresponding plans and 
guarantees, upon terms more favourable to the Government. 


The ‘‘Gaceta” of 18th July contains a notice inviting tenders, 
which will be opened at noon on 25th August, 

Safes. at the Directorate-General of Posts and Tele- 
graphs, Madrid, for the supply of 60 steel safes 

to be used for the custody of postal funds and documents, at the 
upset price of 53,100 pesetas (about 1,659/.) Tenders will be 
received until the 19th August, at the above-mentioned office, and 
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SPAIN —continued. 


at the offices of the Civil Governments of Barcelona, Valencia, and 
Viscaya, where conditions of tender are on view. A deposit of 
2,650 pesetas (about 791.) is required to qualify any tender. 


The “‘Gaceta” of 19th July contains a notice to the effect that 

tenders will be opened at the offices of the 
Telegraph Wire. Director-General of the Telegraph Department, 

Carretas, 10, Madrid, 50 days after the pub- 
lication of the notice, for the supply of 50 tons of galvanised iron 
wire, four millimetres in diameter, and 5 tons of bronze wire, two 
millimetres in diameter. The maximum price at which tenders 
will be received is 1,570 pesetas (about 471.) per ton for galvanised 
iron wire, and 3,450 pesetas (about 108/.) per ton for bronze wire. 
A deposit of 5 per cent. of the value of the goods at the upset price 
is required to qualify any tender. 

N.B.—It is notified from H.M. Embassy at Madrid that a 
foreigner, when entering into contracts for the performance of 
public works in Spain, must renounce by public act all rights 
to which he might be entitled by virtue of the law of his own 
country in so far as his contract is concerned, and accept any 
administrative decisions that may be issued respecting questions 
arising from that contract. 

In entering into such contracts a local agent is a practical 
necessity. 





ITALY, 


The “ Bollettino delle Finanze” (Rome) of 16th July notifies an 

Hydro-Electric application received by the Prefect of Sondrio, 

y Pl; t from Signor Luigi Sala, of Milan, for the appro- 

—_ priation of water from the Liro, Scalcoggia and 

Drogo waterfalls, in the communes of Campodoleino and San 
Giacomo Filippo, for the production of electric power. 





ROUMANIA, 


The British Vice-Consul at Galatz (Hon. H. C. Dundas) notes, 
in his report for 1904, the following openings for British trade in 
Roumania :— 

‘Boots and shoes will sell well if made according to the French 
shape with thin soles. There is a large demand 
— = ag for goloshes and snowshoes in the winter time. 

y smerrdri At present Russia selis well, America sells also 

but the quality is inferior. 


“The cheap Vienna enamelware is largely sold, but the solid 
British make would obtain a market if well 


Enamelware. pushed. 
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ROUMANIA—continued. 


“In most districts double-bladed ploughs are preferred. Austria- 
Ploughs Hungary, and in some cases Germany, are 
introducing ploughs made entirely of steel 

with good results. 


‘‘Firms should be careful not to send more labels, corks and 
Whiskey capsules than are required for the amount of 
whiskey sent. The labels and documents, &c., 

should be sent to a local bank to be delivered against cash. They 
should note that if spirits are sent in barrels adulteration is very 


probable. 


‘“‘ Lemonade and syphon bottles are imported chiefly from Bohemia: 
edeemmite ont The curved spout only sells on this market: 
enitens :Mettinn Green lemonade bottles were once imported 
yP ‘largely from the United Kingdom, but the 
trade has fallen off 55 per cent. during the last five years owing 
to German competition. The British bottles are superior, and the 
loss to British trade is due to the fact that Germany undersells to 
the smal] amount of 5 per cent., besides offering more liberal terms 
of payment. 


‘“‘ British earthenware is too heavy and the packing costly. If 
ran these defects can be remedied the United 
' Kingdom would be able to compete with 

Germany.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,432.) 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) of 21st July 
Asphalte Paving: "tes that the Bucharest City Council have 
sae nildin 5* decided to lay down asphalte in the Place 
Pores ay Bibesco Voda, which has an area.of 24,000 
square metres, at an estimated cost of 
360,000 frs. (about 14,400/.), and to erect markets round the Place, 
at an estimated cost of 750,000 frs. (about 30,000/.). The works 
will be carried out under the direction of M. Mandréa, Chief 
Architect, Municipal Offices, Bucharest. 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


H.M. Consul at Damascus (Mr. W. S. Richards) reports that, 
although no public works were carried out 

Water Works. during the past year, yet two, not to say three, 
schemes of very great public utility were 

almost continuously under consideration throughout that period ; 
the first and, in one sense, the most feasible, having reached the 
stage of being. reported on in detail by a competent foreign 
engineer. This refers to a project for supplying the city wit a 
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OTTOMAN EMPIRE—eentinued. 


good and abundant supply of drinking water from the Ain Fiji 
source of the Barada River, which, it has been calculated by the 
engineer in question, will cost 36,260I. 


The other scheme referred to is a combined electric lighting and 
tramway system, which, strange as it may seem 
and Tramway to those who know Damascus, is now under 
Material. serlous consideration with a view to its realisa- 
tion. The possibilities of this enterprise too 
have been studied on the spot by a competent Belgian engineer, 
whose report, which, so far as one can learn, is on the whole dis- 
tinctly favourable, has been sent to Constantinople. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,437.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Bitlis (Mr. W. J. Heathcote) in his 
St report for 1904, writes :— 
ete “The Governor-General appears to have 
Lake Van. ; . PI 
considered the idea of placing one or more 
steamers on Lake Van; it is understood that this scheme received 
the Imperial sanction some years ago, but, owing to financial or 
other difficulties, it was not carried out. Should it ever be put 
into execution, it may be hoped that the vessels might be purchased 
in the United Kingdom, and, though there is little prospect of 
this being done at present, it may be suggested that their engines 
should be suitable for liquid fuel, which could be brought without 
difficulty from Russia to Van.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,442. ) 


Electric Lighting 





MOROCCO. 


H.M. Consul at Dar-al-Baida (Mr. A. Maclean) says in his recent 
report that manufacturers of domestic sanitary 


Domestic appliances, and of roofings suitable to withstand 
Sanitary the hot sun of summer and the heavy rains of 
Appliances : winter, should direct their attention to the 
Roofings. potentialities of the Moroccan market. There 


is no great opening at present, but reliable agents should be pro- 
vided with samples of simple, strong and inexpensive goods. 


House and store fittings, such as locks, hinges, window frames, 


House Fittings. &c., may, adds Mr. Maclean, soon be required. 


Morocco Jews and Jewesses are discarding their native dress in 
favour of European apparel, and, in Mr. Maclean’s 
Wearing Apparel. opinion, there would appear to be a growing 
market for cheap ready-made clothes for men 
and youths, bright-coloured dress materials, millinery and coarse 
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MOROCCO—continued. 


stockings for women and girls. The prevailing taste is for bright 
colours, but both sides of a coin are looked at before it is spent. 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,443.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Mogador (Mr. E. M. Madden) reports 

Calicoes and that the imports of cotton goods into that port 

07 tt ME last year were valued at 109,000/., an increase 

of 23,0002. over 1903. More than 600 bales of 

_blue sallampores were imported direct from the French East 

Indies vid Marseilles. Better class calicoes might be introduced, 

especially twilled calicoes ; also as regards flannelettes, which the 

Arabs like so much, cream and grey colours would, it is suggested, 
have a sale. 


Mr. Madden also points out that the needles and cotton generally 

Needles and on sale there are of a very inferior quality. 

Cotton Those of good British makers, when procurable, 

are very much appreciated. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,443.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
Shdet Copper received from the British Commercial Agent in 
Steam Roller. & the United States (Mr. E. Seymour Bell) copies 
Furnishin es ” of notices (Nos. 251, 252 and 255) issued 
Seales ' from the office of the General Purchasing Officer 
at Washington for the Isthmian Canal Com- 

mission, calling for tenders for the supply of— 

(No. 251) Sheet copper, copper rivets, asphalt melting furnaces 
and a steam roller ; 

(No. 252) Furnishings for bachelor quarters ; and 

(No. 255) Two dipper dredges. 

Sealed tenders in triplicate addressed to the General Purchasing 
Officer, Isthmian Canal Commission, Washington, D.C., will be 
received up to 10.30 a.m. on the 11th, 14th and 19th August. 
respectively. 

Specifications and full information may be obtained from the 
General Purchasing Officer at Washington. Copies of the specifi- 
cations may be examined at the offices of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 
a.m. and 1 p.m.). 

In connection with the foregoing, attention is directed to the 
article which appeared on pp. 595-4 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 29th June. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA-—continued. 


The report for 1904 of H.M. Consul-General at San Francisco 
(Mr. C. W. Bennett), states that the advantage 
Earthenware. | possessed by British manufacturers in being 
able to ship earthenware goods direct to that 
market by sailing vessel has enabled them to hold their own in 
San [Francisco and its vicinity. The home manufacturers control 
the trade of the greater part of the State, however, and obtain the 
lowest possible rates of freight by forwarding their goods inland 
by the truck load. It is said that the imported article is superior 
in shape and finish to the domestic, although the latter is being 
constantly improved. 


No difference is noted in the sale of decorated high grade British 

china, for which a good demand continued 

China. throughout the year. The method of establish- 

ing agencies in New York is evidently found 

to work well as additional firms have recently engaged represen- 
tatives there. 


Imported cloth continues to supply most of the demand for high- 

class clothing and part of that for medium, but 

Cloth. has been entirely supplanted by the domestic 

article for low grade goods in the San Francisco 

market. The import duty of practically 100 per cent. puts it out 

of reach of all except those to whom price is no object. Domestic 

manufacturers are constantly improving the quality of their goods 
and competition from this quarter becomes keener each year. 

It is difficult to suggest any means by which British manu- 
facturers could improve their position, as they seem to be doing 
all they can to maintain the trade by exporting direct and showing 
samples locally. 


The situation in linens shows little change as compared with 1903. 

In mercerised damasks the German manufac- 

Linens. turers le .d as regards finish and designs, but in 

bleached damasks the Irish and Scotch makers 

more than hold their own. American manufacturers are turning 

out some very good cheap articles of damask with showy designs, 
which take with the public. 

British makers might make an effort to produce damask towels 
at popular prices to compete with the Germans, who apparently 
enjoy the largest sales. In huckaback towels the Americans are 
rapidly gaining control of the market, and are constantly improv- 
ing the quality of their goods. 

The finest qualities of linen crashes are still imported from the 
United Kingdom, but the domestic manufacturers are cutting into 
the trade as regards lower qualities. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


The Swiss makers continue to enjoy the bulk of the trade in 
cotton embroidered handkerchiefs, their patterns being much more 
effective than those employed in producing Irish hand embroidered 
goods. In the finer grades of linen embroidered handkerchiefs, 
the Irish manufacturers hold their own. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,433.) 





COSTA RICA, 
H. M. Consul at San José (Mr. F. N. Cox) reports that careful 


surveys and plans have been completed for the 
Drainage and 
drainage and water supply of that city—works 
Water Works. 
of very urgent necessity, which will probably 
be taken in hand at an early date. 


Mr. Cox also states that it has been definitely decided that the Pacific 
terminal of the Pacific Railway is to be Punta- 
renas, and the route between Santo Domingo 
and Puntarenas was, at the date of the report 
(5th June), being surveyed ; the whole length of the line from the 
capital to the port will be about 73 miles. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,444.) 


Railway 
Construction. 





CHILE. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of Chile of 7th June contains a Decree 
authorising the construction of waterworks in 


Waterworks Iquique, at a cost of 3,000,000 pesos (about 
Construction. 225,000.) 





BRAZIL. 


A communication has been received at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade from H.M. Consul- 
Tramway Plant. General at Rio de Janeiro (Mr. C. B. Rhind), 
enclosing an extract from the “Jornal do 
Commercio,” from which it appears that the municipality of that 
city have authorised the Zoological Garden Co. to construct 
and work a tramway, by animal or electric traction, between the 
Zoological Garden and the Rua Conselheiro Thomaz Coelho. 


In his report, dated 31st May, on the trade of Paré, H.M. Consul 
Plant and there (Mr. W. A. Churchill) states it is pro- 
Material, bable that the following articles will be in 

demand shortly:—Electric light and power 
plant; gas and sewage pipes and mains; hydro-electric plant 
for projected railways ; ; engineering material for port works ; 
cement; patent fuel. 
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Para aspires to possess first class port works, docks, warehouses, 
custom houses, &c., and hopes that these improvements will be 
made with foreign funds. The project is not new, but as it is 
engaging the attention of financiers and contractors in various 
countries at the present time, there would appear to be some 
prospect that it may develop into a reality at no distant date. 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,436.) 


ARGENTINA. 

The recent report on the trade, &., of Argentina, by Mr. F. 
Harford, First Secretary to H.M. Legation at 
Cutlery. Buenos Ayres, states that the import of cutlery 
into that country increased by 1,460 cases, in 
1904, to 5,896 cases. It mostly comes from Solingen, Sheffield, 
and France. According to a Belgian report, there is a demand at 

Buenos Ayres for knives with ornamental and novel handles. 





Fencing wire, notably barbed wire, is very largely imported ; 
its importation last year increased by 22, 134. 
Fencing Wire. tons to the total import of 56,476 te owing 
to the large extent of new land that is being 
enclosed. Most of this comes from Germany and the United 
States. In a Belgian trade report it is stated that oval wire is 
replacing round wire, as it is very strong, and its weight per metre 
is relatively less, which is of great importance as the duty is by 


weight. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,434.) 


Attention is called to p. 177 where a further extract from Mr. 
Harford’s report dealing with gold dredging in 

Gold Dredges. Argentina will be fonnd. Mr. Harford states 
that a large number of dredges are shortly 


to be ordered. 





BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Guatemala.—A communication has been received at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade from the 
British Commercial Agent in Guatemala (Mr. E. H. Melville), in 
the course of which he writes :— 

“‘ My experience in,commercial matters in these countries goes 
to prove that a personal representation by large firms is more 
likely to give satisfactory results than relying solely upon an 
agent that has other interests to watch and look after; and I 
would most strongly advocate the sending of a young and pushing 
man . . Who, having the interests of the firm, as also his 
own at heart, would be content to work on a small salary and 
commission. Such a man could push his firm’s goods much 
better than a general agent would be able to do. 

“The foregoing is being done by many German firms, who send 
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out young men primarily to some firm already established here ; 
these, after having acquired the language and customs of the people 
amongst whom they purpose to work, later on set up for them- 
selves as commission agents, being backed up by their foster firm, 
and eventually do a good business both for themselves as also for 
the firm that sent them out to work in their interest. 

‘‘T could mention several English companies that have adopted 
the foregoing system in Centrai America, and the same is bound 
to result most favourably for them. I can only hope that more 
would also see their way to procuring a personal and entirely 
exclusive representation in these countries.” 


Curacoa._ H.M. Consul at Curagoa (Mr. J. Jesurun) in his 
recent report on that island, vitiinalin that although there are 
several firms there well equipped for representing manufacturers 
and making arrangements for their travellers to canvass in the 
various cities in the neighbouring Republics of the West Indies, 
South and Central America, he would be pleased to receive from 
British manufacturers and producers at home and in the colonies, 
for distribution among interested parties in his district, catalogues 
and samples of their manufacture and produce as well as quota- 
tions. Mr. Jesurun says he is prepared and able to give assis- 
tance to British traders in this connection. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,428). 


Roumania.—In his recent report (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,432), the British Vice-Consul at Galatz (Hon. H. C. Dundas) 
remarks upon the fact that no commercial travellers for British 
firms called at the Consulate-General during the past two years in 
order to make enquiries, whereas United States and even German 
travellers have come seeking information. He says that Roumanians 
like British goods for their quality, but complain of delay in 
execution of orders and want of consideration in dealing with 
complaints. Regarding circulars and advertisements, &c., which 
are useless, of course, in English, he writes :— 

“The receipt of all circulars and advertisements is promptly 
acknowledged, and the papers placed on a table in the advertising 
room of this Consulate-General. ‘The firms in question are com- 
municated with and informed that if they care to send a sample 
or model free of all expenses (customs, freight, &c.), it will be 
placed in the glass cupboard reserved for that purpose. 

«This department was instituted by me with the sanction of 
His Majesty’s Consul-General on Ist January, 1904, and has, I am 
glad to say, been freely used, much appreciated, and as a result 
business has thereby been furthered and better guarantees of 
payment obtained. The form for addressing parcels is ‘ Advertising 
Department, British Consnlate-General, Galatz ’.” 

‘Catalogues should not be sent with solid covers, as customs, 
stamps, d&c., are heavy. The duties on catalogues with paper 
covers are small 1 in comparison.” 
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IMPORT TRADE OF THE TRANSVAAL. 

With reference to the statement on pp. 592-3 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 29th June, the following table, showing 
the value of the principal and other articles imported into the 
Transvaal during the four months ended 30th April, 1905, as 
compared with the corresponding period of the preceding year, 
has been compiled from official figures published in the “ Transvaal 
Government Gazette” of 23rd June :— 














Imports. 
Four Months ended 
; 30th April. 
Articles of Merchandise, 
1904. 1905. 
Metals and manufactures of (includes agricultural £ & 
implements, hardware, iron and stecl manufactures, 
machinery, wire rope, Fe.) ... 896,000 892,000 
Provisions, exclusive of corn and dairy products 
(includes coffee, chicory, biscuits, meats, fresh and 
preserved, fish, fresh and preserved, jams, sugar, 
tea, vegetables, fruits, condiments, salt, Sc.) 725,000 742,000 
Apparel, haberdashery, &c. (includes hats) 561,000 526,000 
Corn and grain (includes flour, meal and fred 373,000 390,000 
Wood and manufactures (includes furniture) .. 303,000 285,000 
Live animals bes 116,000 236,000 
Dairy products (includes butter and butterine, eggs, 
cheese, preserved milk, Sc.) . , one 208,000 189,000 
Drugs and chemicals ; 139,000 185,000 
Leather and manufactures (7 noludes ) saddlery and 
boots and shoes) .. oe 167,000 182,000 
Beverages (includes ale, spir its, wine and mineral 
waters) 140,000 133,000 
Arms and ammunition (includes dynamite and other 
ex plosives) " 85,000 121,000 
Cotton manufactures 72,000 110,000 
Stationery and paper (includes wall paper and books) 90,000 96,000 
Vehicles (includes cycles and accessories) 105,000 94,000 
Soap and candles ... se 77,000 94,000 
Groceries and oilmen’s stores (includes oils, paints, 
turpentine and varnish) a 100,000 93,000 
Tobacco, raw and manufactured (includes cigar $ and 
cigarettes) ot ove 63,000 75,000 
Electric cable wire and fittings . 22,000 65,000 
Jewellery and plated ware (includes clocks and 
watches) .. ond 54,000 64,000 
Woollen manufactures 42,000 49,000 
Tramway material.. ove 30,000 41,000 
Instruments, musical and other . 27,000 27,000 
Cocoa, chocolate, and confectionery 19,000 24,000 
Glass and glassware , 28,000 22,000 
Other articles of merchandise 174,000 205,000 
Total... _ one ove se £j{ 4,616,000 4,940,000 











Of the total value of merchandise imported into the Transvaal 
during the four months ended 30th April, 1905, 1,727,000. worth 
were sent wid Cape Colony, 2,121,0001. worth wa Natal, and 
1,092,0001. worth wd Delagoa Bay. 

Note.—The above figures do not include free importations for 
Local Government or Military Stores, or Railway Material imported 

s “ Government Stores.” 
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COTTON CULTIVATION IN COREA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Minister at Seoul (Sir J. N. Jordan, K.C.M.G.), transmitting the 
following memorandum, drawn up by a member of the Legation, 
containing the substance of a report by Mr. Kato, a professor in 
the Department of Commerce and Agriculture in Tokio, who has 
recently visited Corea in order to make investigations into the 
suitability of the country for the cultivation of cotton :— 


Cotton districts and soil—The principal districts where cotton is 
at present produced in Corea are the provinces of Pyeng An, 
Chél La, Chung Cheng, Kyeng Sang, Keung Keui, and Whang 
Hai. The soil in these districts consists for the most part of 
disintegrated granite sand, and friable earth, well suited for the 
cultivation of cotton; but the farming methods of the Coreans 
are primitive and inefficient, and the area of cotton under cultiva- 
tion might, with improved methods and the use of proper manures, 
be greatly extended. 


Climate.—The temperature does not differ greatly from that of 
the districts in the neighbourhood of Osaka and Hiroshima, the 
principal centres of cotton growing in Japan, the whole of Corea, 
with the exception of the most northerly parts of the country, 
lying south of the 41st parallel of north latitude. 

Again, the cotton plant thrives best with good circulation of 
air and a plentiful supply of water, and more especially with but 
little rain during the flowering period, from the end of August to 
October. The climate of Corea, therefore, should be most 
favourable to its successful cultivation. 


Species—Although it is not possible to specify clearly the 
different species of cotton grown in Corea, those kinds of cotton 
known in Japan as Corean cotton are, (a) red-stalk, (b) green- 
stalk, (c) large Corean and (d) small Corean cotton. The green- 
stalk, which is distinguished by its number of stalks and its 
somewhat short fibre, also by its being the earliest variety by 
some six or seven days, is the only distinct species, all the 
others being much alike as regards the quality of the cotton, and 
only differing in appearance. 


Quality of the Cotton—-The fibre is fine and long; compared 
with Japanese cotton about one-tenth to one-seventh of an inch 
longer, and consequently somewhat longer than Chinese cotton 
and equal to Indian. In future, with careful cultivation, it should 
rival Indian cotton. Its lustre is about the same as that of Indian 
or Chinese cotton, but not quite so good as the Japanese. 


Suitability of American Cotton to Corea—As has been said 
above, Corea is well suited to the culture of cotton. The culti- 
vation of American upland cotton has not made much progress 
in Japan, owing to the excessive rainfall. As the rainfall in 
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Corea, however, is considerably less, and as the kinds now grown 
do well in the country, the conditions should be well suited to 
the cultivation of American upland cotton. Moreover, as the 
American variety is able to stand the heat of the morning sun, 
the plains and projected seashore reclamations in Corea would be 
excellently suited for its culture, and the introduction of the 
American plant should be attended with considerable success. 

Seeing that the conditions in Corea would appear favourable to 
the cultivation of American cotton, while the cost of importation 
into Japan from America renders this description very expensive, 
the cultivation of cotton, and especially of the American variety, 
in Corea, should tend to lend a great impetus to the cotton 
industry in Japan. 

Cultivation by Japanese already proposed.—An association for 
the cultivation of cotton in Corea has already been formed (see 
p. 37 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” of 6th July), and proposes 
to commence operations this year in the neighbourhood of Mokpo. 
The sowing time being now* at hand,,an expert and labourers are 
being sent from Japan. ‘he selection of these and the conduct 
of the experimental efforts, are to be under the direction of the 
Department of Agriculture. The authorities in Japan have 
promised their full support to the venture. 

* Despatch dated 15th May. 





SILK CONDITIONED AT EUROPEAN SILK CENTRES. 


With reference to the article on p. 305 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 16th February last, the following statistics have 
been received from H.M. Consul at Milan (Mr. J. H. Towsey), 
showing the amount of silk conditioned at Milan during the 
first six months of the years 1904 and 1905, as compared with 
the amount of silk conditioned at other European silk centres 


| 
| 
| 
| 


























1905. 
Silk 
Centres. 

Organ- . Organ- 

a a0 Tram. Raw. | Other. | Total. | mt | Tram. | Raw. | Other. | Total. 

Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs.| Kilogs. || Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs.| Kilogs. 
Milan ...... 970,155 | 590,546 |2,249,130 | 93,930 |3,903,760 || 650,455 | 772,120 |3,173,730 | 266,985 | 4,863,290 
Lyons ...... 443,164 | 506,856 |2,252,289 | 42,921 |3,245,230 |) 472,614 | 594,982 |2,856,061| 24,242 | 3,447,899 
St. Etienne! 197,400| 87,783) 124,064 668 | 409,905 || 225,889 | 100,742 | 109,308 1,005 | 436,944 
Crefeld...... 106,873 | 86,220 36,608 7,693 | 237,394 || 113,211 97,915 33,337 8,504| 252,967 
Basle ...... 99,982 55,864 89,748 303 | 245,897 |; 132,712 84,574 64,900 198| 282,384 
Turin ......| 119,421 4,223 71,199 1,359 | 196,202 |; 165,143 29,331 | 141,489 1,388 | 337,351 
Elberfeld...| 99,268 53,638 67,745 ~~ 220,651 || 136,183 70,205 81,579 489 288,456 
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TARIFF CHANGES 


AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Board of Customs have recently issued a General Order 
(No. 53/1905), notifying that General Order 
93/1902* relating to the sampling and weighing 
at manufacturers’ premises of British manu- 
factured tobacco intended for direct shipment 
as merchandise on drawback, is extended to 
include tobacco stalks, shorts, smalls, or other 
refuse of tobacco, including offal snuff. The regulations under 
which this concession is allowed may be seen by persons interested 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board. 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 


UNITED KINGDOM—GREECE. 
The Board of Trade desire to direct attention to the fact that a 
ey ee em rh “ Declaration” supplementary to the Anglo- 
iircaneeunant Greek Commercial Treaty of 1886, and the 

lak Paes, Anglo-Greek Commercial Agreement of 1890, 

embodying certain changes in the Greek Tariff 
as regards rates of Customs duty leviable on various articles of 
interest to British trade, was concluded at Athens in November 
last, and having received the sanction of the Greek legislature is 
now in force. 

By this Declaration His Majesty’s Government agree to with- 
draw their protest against the Greek Currant Retention Law and 
‘“ Land Tax and Export Duty on Currants’’”’ Law, which in their 
opinion are inconsistent with the terms of the Anglo-Greek Com- 
mercial Agreement of 1890, in return for the tariff concessions 
stated in the Schedule appended to the Declaration, a complete 
translation of which is given below. The reduction of duty on 
codfish mentioned in the Schedule is a concession to Newfoundland 
in return for the free admissicn of Greek currants and sultanas into 
that Colony. 

British Colonies, &c., which are parties to the Anglo-Greek 
Commercial Treaty of 1886, are now accorded the right of separate 
withdrawal therefrom, should they see fit, on the expiration of 
twelve months’ notice. The Declaration also stipulates that goods 
produced or manufactured in any portion of the British Empire 
shall enjoy unconditional most-favoured-nation treatment in Greece 
so long as such portion of the British Empire accords to goods of 
Greek origin treatment as favourable as it gives to the goods of any 
other foreign country. 

The Treaty of 1886, the Agreement of 1890, and the present 
Declaration will continue in force for five years, and thereafter 
from year to year failing twelve months’ notice of determination. 


* See “ Board of Trade Journal” for Ist January, 1903, p. 21. 


Sampling and 
Weighing of 
Tobacco Refuse 
presented for 
Exportation. 
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UNITED KINGDOM—GREECE—continued. 


The following is a translation of the Schedule of Greek Tariff 
concessions appended to the Declaration, comparing the previous 
and the reduced rates, and showing the English equivalents of the 
duties :-— 





Tariff 
No. 





Articles, 





*11d 
13 
139 


142 


143 


156 


159¢ 
168¢ 
185 


203 





Herrings 
Cod and stockfish _ - 
Confectionery of all kinds, of 


honey or of sugar 

Norze.—From the above 
class of the Tariff are excepted 
halva and rahatlakoum as 
well as similar articles speci- 
ally mentioned in the Tariff 
in force at the date of sig- 
nature of the Anglo-Greek 
Declaration of 1904, and 
chocolate, chocolate and other 
creams, candied fruits, and 
all kinds of fondants. 


Biscuits (galettes), “ gimblettes,” 


&e., with sugar or butter or 
both; and crackers with or 
without sugar or butter, and 
all similar goods, including 
“ nate a rataif” 


Fruit preserved in vessels her- 


metically sealed ; fruit preserved 
in wine or spirits or solution of 
sugar. as well as marmalade, 
and jam, jellies, and other ar- 
ticles not specially mentioned... 


Cotton threads for sewing, wound 


on cards or bobbins, or in skeins, 
white, unbleached, or dyed, 
twisted or corded or not, with- 
out tare allowance as = 
cards 


Dyed cotton tissues for linings ... 
Carpets of hemp or jute.. 
Tissue of wool or other ‘animal 


hair (poil) not specially men- 
tioned, of any colour or make, 
having the warp or weft entirely 
of cotton or with cotton pre- 
dominating in warp and weft, 
and weighing more than 450 
grammes per square metre ; and 
satin of wool and cotton 


Coarse hempen tissues ... 


NoTe.—Coarse tissues of 
jute for making sacks are in- 
cluded in the above class of 
the Tariff 


| 
| 
{ 


Rates of Duty 
per 100 okes. 


English Equivalents 
per cwt. 





Drachmae 


300°00 


200°00 


150°00 
120°00 


130-00 





New 


As Modified 
‘Formerly.| b 
Declaration. 


Of New 
Rates. 


Of 
Former 
Rates. 





(gold). 
20°00 
11°364 5-00 


38°40 


80°00 40°00 


100°00 


100°00 
100°00 


80°00 40°00 


100-00 


30°00 15°00 





Drachmae 
(gold). 
7°68 
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* No. 11 of the Tariff relates to fish salted or in brine, smoked, pickled or dried. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH: 


A copy of the “ Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” for 13th 
May last has been received, containing the 
following Customs by-law, which came into 
: force on 8th May, 1905, regulating the methy- 
Methylation of  jation of port id oil within the ttn 
Cotton-seed Oil, iy, -__ 

1. Imported cotton-seed oil, or cotton-seed oil manufactured 
from imported cotton-seed, delivered under departmental by-laws, 
may be methylated in pursuance of these by-laws. 

2. Prior to removal from the wharf, if imported, or from the. 
place of manufacture, if not imported, the vessels containing the 
oil shall be sealed by an officer. 

3. After the oil has been sealed it shall only be opened by the 
authority and in the presence of an officer. 

4. Immediately after the oil has been opened, it shall be 
methylated in the presence and to the satisfaction of an officer. 

5. In this by-law ‘ methylated” means mixed with some sub- 
stance approved by the Collector, in such a manner as to render 
the oil unfit for use as a beverage, or in food, or incapable of being 
converted to that use. 

The above By-law repeals the By-laws of 3rd December, 1901, 
and 3rd April, 1903. 


Regulations 
respecting the 


The “ Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” for 27th May last, 
attend te contains a by-law, dated 22nd May, which 
Free List provides for the free importation of ‘“‘ head- 
bands” used as minor articles in the manu- 
facture of books within the Commonwealth. 





NATAL: 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘‘ Natal Government 
Importation of Gazette ” for 13th J une last, which contains a 
cata Mita Proclamation (No. 63 of 1905), dated 12th 

Prohibited June, 1905, prohibiting the importation, with 
; effect from lst July, 1905, of various plants, 
under certain conditions, into the Colony of Natal. 
The prohibitions, with the exceptions and conditions relative 
thereto, are as follows :— 

1. No person shall introduce into the Colony any grape vines, 
except those worked upon stocks which are resistant to the 
attacks of the grape phyllozera. 

All such consignments must be accompanied by a 
sworn declaration to the effect that they are upon 
resistant roots. 

2. The importation of all other grape vines, cuttings, grafts, 
or foliage thereof, is prohibited unless the special permission 
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NATAL —continued. 


of the Department of Agriculture is given for their impor- 
tation. 

3. No person shall introduce from over-sea into the Colony— 
(a) Any eucalyptus, acacia and coniferous plants, or any 

portion thereof, with the exception of seed, except by 
the permission of the Department of Agriculture. 

(b) Any apple trees, except those worked on stocks 
resistant to the woolly aphis, nor any apple stocks 
except those known to be resistant to the woolly aphis, 
and all such consignments must be accompanied by 
sworn declarations to these effects. 

(c) Any citrus fruit whatsoever, grown in places beyond 
South Africa. 

4. The importation of stone-fruit trees and any portion thereof, 
including seeds from North America, is absolutely 
prohibited. 

Any person contravening this Proclamation is liable to a penalty 
not exceeding 20J/. sterling for each offence. 





TRINIDAD. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Collector of Customs 
at Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, a copy of a Resolu- 

Amended Import +i, adopted by the Legislative Council und 
Duties on Spirits, ‘0 adopted by the Legislative Council under 
? date of 5th June last, relating to the importa- 

and Tincture ti € apirit iS of tiiadtunn “el aa at 
f Opium. ion of spirits, and of tincture of opium into 

. the Colony. 

The above Resolution provides for the imposition of the follow- 


ing duties :— 





Articles. Rate of Import Duty. 





The product of and imported direct from the British | 
West Indies (inclusive of British Guiana)— 


Rum— 
Not exceeding the strength of proof . cee 9s. per gallon. 
If 98. per proof gallon. 


All other spirits chargeable at the rate of 10s. 6d. 
per gallon*— 








Not exceeding the strength of proof .. - 10s. 6d. per gallon. 
If - - “ - ond ... | 10s. 6d. per proof gallon. 
( If as spirituous prepara- 
Tincture of opium admitted by the Collector of | tions, 5s. per gall. 
Customs as being for medicinal purposes only... instead of 5 per cent. 
'C ad ral. 





* ie.—All spirits, other than medicinal preparations, perfumed spirits and 
spirituous preparations in bottle, the strength of which is not to be tested. 
(Ord, 17 of 1897). 
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ANTIGUA, 


A copy of the “Customs Tariff Amendment Ordinance, 1905” 
(No. 6 of 1905) has also been received from 


ae bcd the Antigua Colonial Secretary, which was 
BUONE. assented to by the Governor on 31st May, 
1905. 


This Ordinance amends the Ordinance No. 10 of 1904, and 
provides for the imposition of a duty of 5s. each upon dogs, of 
whatever age, imported into the Presidency, and also by adding 
the following articles to the free list :— 

1. “ Furniture and kousehold effects for owner’s use, the 
property of persons coming to reside for the first time in the 
Presidency which are imported by them for their personal use, 
and which have been in their use for not less than one year 
previously to the importation thereof—provided that such furniture 
and household effects be imported within one year after the owner 
has come to reside in the Presidency. 

2. ‘‘ Shipbuilding materials and accessories of all kinds, when 
imported for the construction, equipment, or repair of a specific 
vessel above five tons burden, except rope and cordage of all 
kinds.” 

3. Stores for the use of the Governor. 


VIRGIN ISLANDS. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Acting Colonial 

Secretary at Antigua, a copy of the “ Virgin 

we Islands Tariff ae ace 1905 ” (No. 1 of 1905) 
— which came into force on Ist April, 1905. 

The present Ordinance repeals the previous Customs Tariff 
Ordinances Nos. 2 of 1897, 2 of 1898, 3 of 1902 and 3 of 1908, 
and, at the same time, provides for the imposition of a new 
Customs Tariff for articles imported into and exported from the 
Presidency of the Virgin Islands. 

Many of the duties previously in force are re-imposed, but in 
the following cases the rates of import and export duties are 
altered by the present Ordinance :— 

















Articles. Old Rates, New Rates. 
IMPORT DUTIES. s. d, s. d. 
Ale, beer, porter and cider. Per doz. reputed qrts. 1 6 1 8 
Spirits— 

Ginandrum ... ove ose Per gall. 1 3 2 0 

Whiskey ... bis ase ~ mi 2 0 3 0 

Brandy ... see se st * 2 0 2 0 

All other spirits ... ove ibe ij 2 0 3 0 
Wine, including all flavoured or medicated wine 

Ad val. 10 % 15 % 

Cattle ... . Each 5 0 8 0 
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VIRGIN ISLANDS—continued. 











Articles. Old Rates. New Rates. 
ar 4 Sa 
Rice... sas .». Per 100 lbs. 3 0 2 1 
Fireworks and percussion -_ cartridges and 
cartridge cases__... ove Ad val. 10 ¥ 15 % 
Gunpowder and all explosiv es bes .-. Per lb. 0 4 0 6 
Corn meal, 
Corn meal, flour of wheat, oatmeal or rye meal, 2s. per barrel 2 non 
in quantities less than 50 lbs. ... coe Other, 3s. 6d. ue. pay =. 
per barrel 
Fish, dried or smoked a .» Per 100 lbs. 2 1 4 2 
a, one ove eee ees --.Per lb. 0 3 0 6 
Tobacco— 
Cigars (except those known as “ Long Toms”) 
Per lb. 1 0 1 6 
Cigars, “ Long Toms” ... oe vanes tes 0 9 1 0 
Cigarettes ove ove coe — .» 1 0 1 3 
Leaf ose “ew 0 3 0 6 
Manufactured (including snuff ) dat & 1 0 1 6 
Wood — 
Cedar and pine shingles oon Per m. 1 6 ) 
Cypress and wallaba ee 2 6 
Hoops ws. Perl '200 '8 4 
Pitch pine, white pine, spruce and all hard- > Free 
woods ... Per 1,000 sup. ft. 1 in. thick 6 3 
Staves... ee ove oe Per 1,000 5 0 
Shooks ... v. Each 0 3 7 
Tombstones, tablets and railings for graves... ] Free 10 % ad val. 
EXPORT DUTIES. 
Calves— | 
Over 9 months old oon ove ... Each 8 0 a 
o = ie soe “lf _ 8 0 
Not more than 9 months old ... che ge 4 0 — 
ip » 33 in ood dd 33 eh — 3 6 
Charcoal _ ope whe -- Per barrel 0 1 0 2 
Building lime ... on eee one - 0 2 0 3 
All hardwoods... Per 1,000 sup. ft. 1 in. thick Free 6 3 














GERMAN SOUTH-WEST AFRICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
translation of an Ordinance which has been 


yoo l issued by the Governor of German South-west 
Regulations. Africa, supplementing the existing Customs 


regulations for that Colony as follows :-— 

1. Goods for importation or exportation may, with the consent 
of the Customs, lie in bond gratis for ten days (in Customs sheds 
or yard). If this period is exceeded, demurrage will be charged 
at the rate of 1 mark per 100 kilogs. per month, unless the goods 
are entered for deposit in the Customs odin sat 

2. Duties must be paid within 24 hours of the amount being 
fixed, and when the duties have been paid, the articles must be at 
once removed from the Customs premises. Duty-free goods must 
be removed as soon as they have been passed. 
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SWITZERLAND—ROU MANIA, 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Prolongation of °°PY of a Convention between Switzerland and 
the ines Roumania, dated the 16th/29th December, 1904, 
esd Sateen by which the Commercial Treaty of the 19th 
b * tri February/3rd March, 18938, is prolonged until 
anove wountries. the 18th/3lst December, 1917, and thereafter 
until one year after denunciation by either of the contracting 
parties. By the treaty in question the two countries agreed to 
accord to each other reciprocal most-favoured-nation treatment. 





PERSIA. 


Paragraph 16 of Article 9 of the Persian Customs Tariff, fixing the 
Seeciieet Bien rates of duty leviable on tea imported into 


; ie » Persia, is as follows :— 
— r + wens ‘* White tea ... 1 toman per batman. 
aalcoe ‘‘ All other teas ... 6 kraus = 

‘“‘ NotEe.—Teas imported in small packages or in cardboard or 
‘tin boxes (boites) or other similar receptacles, shall pay duty 
‘according to gross weight.” 

With reference to this note, the Board of Trade understand 
from a despatch which has been received, through the Foreign 
Office, from H.M. Minister at Tehran, that the Persian Minister of 
Customs has expressed his willingness to consent to the term box 
(boite) being defined as a recipient with a cubic capacity not 
exceeding 14 cubic decimetres and 178 cubic centimetres—.e., 
rather more than half a cubic foot. Tea imported in such recep- 
tacles will accordingly be dutiable on the gross weight, while tea 
imported in larger receptacles will be dutiable on the real or legal 
net weight at the importer’s option. 





MOROCCO. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 209 of the 
iieitinie Journal” for the 4th May last, the Board of 
me a for Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreign 
Exportation of Office, of information to the effect that the 
. period during which the exportation of bones 
— from Morocco is permitted, has been extended 

to the 28th March, 1906. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 

St application of the United States Customs Tariff, 

“a which have recently been issued by the Treasury 
oaeuen Department at Washington :— 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 








Tariff No. 
Articles. under which} Rate of Duty. 
dutiable. 
* Limes in brine . on 559 Free 
Olives in brine, contained in small. kegs or casks 
containing less than 1 gallon each, in which they 
are sold retail . “a 264 Gal. 15 cents. 
Opal balls, drilled, and rondelles « if ‘rock ‘crystal, 
pierced through the centre ... 435 10 &% ad val. 
Cylinder glass, in unpolished pieces ‘about 83 by 
11 inches in size, suitable for other purposes than 
. for use as lenses eee 101 Lb. 1% cents. 
Lenses composed of paste, in imitation ‘of rock 
crystal, exceeding 1 inch in dimensions .., 112 45 % ad val. 
Imitations of rock crystal, made of paste or glass, 
in the form of lenses, moulded to a spherical form 435 Tz oe 
Imitation pearis.—Imitations of whole or of half 
pearls, including those mounted on wire and 
intended for purposes of manufacture (but ex- 
cluding those pierced and intended to be strung)... 435 >» aaa 
Lockets of gun metal, used as ornaments ... 434 COZ » 


Portfolios of architectural designs, in the form of 
books, containing illustrations, with an introduc- |. 
tion of 15 lines in German ... 502 Free 

Paper fans.—Yancy paper articles resembling fans 
in shape, but not adapted for use as fans, and not 
dealt in by fan dealers ; dutiable as manufactures 
of paper ove 407 35 % ad ral. 

[This cancels the Decision reported in the 
‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal” for the 2nd February, 
1905, respecting tissue paper fans.] 

Soluble grease, made from tallow and used in dye- 
ing ; dutiable as a non-enumerated manufactured 
article ... coe Sec. 6 20 yA ” 

[ This cancels a Decision reported in the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 22nd 
December, 1904. | 

Grinding disks of cast-iron, with teeth sharpened 
and finished by machinery, having holes drilled 
and countersunk for the bolts by which they are 
to be held in place in a grinding machine si 193 Sz. « 

Blood char (also known as ‘‘ bone char”), suitable Para. 10 20 % 
for use in decolorising sugar ves eee or Sec. 6 . 

Toys composed in chief value of india rubher coe 449 7 6 

Gypsum blocks.——Large blocks of gypsum, part of 
which is converted into mantel ornaments, the 
remainder (and larger portion) being manufactured 


into plaster of Paris and paints... ove ove 91 Ton 50 cents. 
Fur felt bands ... _ coe cee on im 450 35 % ad val. 
Lb. 4 cent. 
Chrysarobin _ _ oe ce oe eee 20 and 
10 &% ad val, 


Post-cards with a foreign postage stamp SS 
thereon .. 670 Free, 
Oil distilled from yellow ‘wool grease, which remains 
liquid at ordinary temperatures and is used mainly 
for oiling wools in combing and carding opera- 
tions... Tr Tr ose oes eee ees 3 | MY ado. 


* Revised decision, 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


Cabretta skins.—The growth or wool on cabretta skins imported 
with the wool on is dutiable at the rate of 3 cents per lb., under 


paragraphs 858 and 360 of the Tariff. 


Fireproofed lumber is dutiable as a manufacture of wood, under 
paragraph 208 of the Tariff, at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem. 
This reverses a decision published in the “Journal” for the 


8th December, 1904. | 

Sugar.—A brown coloured sugar, under No. 16 Dutch standard, 
polarising at about 81°60 degrees, being the refuse left over from 
a process of refining sugar, is dutiable under paragraph 209 of the 
Tariff, according to the polariscopic test. 

Steel forgings.—Steel crank axles, crank shafts, connecting rods, 
crank pins, cross heads, and piston rods, forged and subsequently 
finished, or nearly finished, in the machine shop, are not dutiable 
as “ forgings,” but as unenumerated manufactures of steel, under 
paragraph 193 of the Tariff, at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

Forfeiture—Where, in importing merchandise, the importer 
intentionally omits to enter it at a Custom house, and otherwise 
fails to comply with the laws and regulations, such merchandise 
becomes liable to forfeiture, even though entitled to admission free 
of duty if properly imported. 

Dutiable value—Pro formd invoice.—In the case of merchandise 
entered under a pro forma invoice, the value shown therein is not 
to be taken as the dutiable value, if higher than the value shown 
in the consular invoice; provided that the certified consular 
invoice is before the appraiser at the time of appraisement, and is 


approved by him. 





SAN SALVADOR. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
translation of a Decree which has been issued 


bard 9 by the Government of San Salvador, providing 
Cash ar gg that automatic cash registers are to be dutiable 
BER 205 ’ at the rate of 30 centavos per kilog., under 


No. 340 of the Customs Tariff. 
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SIERRA LEONE. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial. Secretary of 
Sierra Leone copy of an Order in Council passed. 


es ee oA q to ensure the protection of the cable belong- 
akon ecntiin ing to the African Direct Telegraph Co. from 


limits injury from ships’ anchors. This Order in 

Council orders that no ship shall anchor in 

Freetown Harbour west of a line drawn from the centre of Tower 
Hill Barracks in a direction N. 35 deg. W. true. 





BELGIUM—CHINA—JAPAN. 


The ‘‘ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 13th July states that 
hie Genvinn the Messageries Maritimes Company, who in- 
from: Antwerp to augurated a new service of steamers between 
Gites aud Jagan Antwerp and Shanghai in January last, have 

’ decided to extend this service to Japanese ports. 
An arrangement has been made with the ‘“ Société des Chargeurs 
Réunis,” according to which a vessel belonging to each company will 
sail from Antwerp to China and Japan in alternate months. The 
extended service will commence on the Ist August with a vessel 
belonging to the “‘Chargeurs Réunis,” to’ be followed on the 
lst September by one belonging to the “ Messageries Maritimes.” 





FRANCE—ALGERIA, 


Attention is directed to the notice on p. 149, with reference to a 
scale of shipping dues to be levied by the port 
authorities at Oran for port improvement 
works, 


Shipping Dues 
at Oran. 





PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


The report for the year 1904 of Major Baldwin, H.M. Consul- 

General at Lourengo Marques, contains, at 

pp. 9-13, detailed particulars as to the landing 

Revulations at charges at that Port, as also to the Customs 

norma regulations in force there, more especially as 

Mar no regards the imposition of fines. (Foreign Office, 
— Annual Series, 3,439.) 


Landing Charges 
and Customs 





ROUMANIA.: 


The British Vice-Consul at Sulina reports that shipowners would 
be well advised to examine with more attention 


warming to the condition of shipping at that port, with a 
Shipowners : ; - . . 
' view to making better provision for the protection 
Charter Parties aye . 
to Sulina of their interests than is possible under the 


present system. He adds :— 
“The reiteration of these warnings seems to produce little or no 
effect. Whether it be the feeling of security engendered by the 
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system of insurance against demurrage and other such eventualities, 
or the general indifference to detail of those engaged in a prosperous 
industry, which accounts for the practice, the fact remains that 
most vessels entering the Danube are freighted under loosely 
worded charter parties or berth contracts, and, when the inevitable 
dispute arises, the master finds that his owner’s agent is also the 
agent of the shippers, and that he is consequently without inde- 
pendent advice or assistance. There can be no doubt whatever 
that large sums of money are annually lost to shipping in this 
way.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,432.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Consul-General at New York (Sir P. Sanderson, 


oo — K.C.M.G.), reporting on the progress of the 
ene improvement of New York harbour by the 
Deensamacuent dredging of the East or Ambrose channel, by 
nn means of which it is intended to provide an 


entrance to the harbour, 2,000 feet wide and 
40 feet deep, and to shorten the present route by nearly five miles 
from the bar. 

The Consul-General states that up to the time of writing 
(30th June) about two miles out of the eight provided for by Act 
of Congress have been completed. 

The contract was let to Mr. Andrew Onderdonk, but, in conse- 
quence of that gentleman’s death, one of the chief subsidiary 
contracting companies has withdrawn from its contract, and work 
on the undertaking has been practically suspended but for the 
operations of two United States dredgers, which were assigned to 
assist in order that the project might be completed in a shorter 
period. : 

Hopes are expressed that an arrangement may be made with 
Mr. Onderdonk’s heirs and executors by which the original con- 
tract may be carried out. 


H.M. Consul-General at San Francisco (Mr. C. W. Bennett) 
reports that the Board of Harbour Com- 
missioners have granted the request of the 
Collector of Customs to permit the Federal 
Government to erect three sets of standard 
scales along the city water front. These scales will be used solely 
and exclusively for the benefit of importers of merchandise into 
San Francisco, and the handling of foreign goods will thus be 
greatly facilitated. 

Local importers will benefit from the fact that no charge will be 
made for weighing goods. Heretofore private firms have owned 
scales and made a charge of 6} cents per ton, which will now be 
saved. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,433.) 


Government to 
weigh cargoes at 
San Francisco. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


In the same report Mr. Bennett states that a Bill affecting the 

rates of pilotage at San Francisco was passed 
oe recently by the State Legislature of California, 
inn Meanie, and took effect on the 21st May, 1905. This 

Law provides for a marked reduction in pilot 
charges, and is regarded as a satisfactory measure by the ship- 
owners generally. Further particulars may be read at pp. 19-20 of 
the Consul-General’s report. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,433.) 





ARGENTINA, 


The First Secretary to H.M. Legation at Buenos Ayres (Mr. F. 
Harford) reports that the last two years have 


Cc ema I produced a good crop of railway and port 
=a i. concessions in Argentina. Such concessions 
ame generally die a natural death and are heard of 


no more, unless the concessionnaire can induce 
a railway which is likely to be affected by his concession to buy it 
up. British investors, says Mr. Harford, should be very chary of 
investing in schemes which aim at competing with existing 
railway lines, which are in a thoroughly sound condition and 


better able to stand a war of rates than a new company. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,434.) 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


A formal investigation was held in the Town Hall, Stromness, on 
the 11th July, into the circumstances attending 
the explosion of a boiler which occurred at 
a barking establishment at Stromness on the 
3rd June last. ‘The Commissioners found that 
the explosion was due to the owner’s ignorance and neglect, and 
ordered him to pay 201. towards the costs of the investigation. 

A formal investigation was held in the St. George’s Hall, Liver- 
pool, on the 18th July, into the circumstances attending the 
explosion of a boiler which occurred on board a steam tug on the 
13th January last, whilst the vessel was on a voyage from Liver- 
pool to Long Hope, Orkney Islands. The Commissioners found 
that the explosion was due to the incompetence of the chief 
engineer. ‘I'he owners were absolved from blame, and no order 
was made as to costs. 


Enquiries under 
the Boiler 
Explosions Act. 
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FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


The following statement, showing the weight of tin and tin ore 

(tin exported in the form of ore having been 

Tin Exports. taken at 70 per cent.* of the gross weight of 

the ore) exported from the Federated Malay 

States during the three months ended March, 1905, with figures 

for the corresponding period of the preceding year, is taken from 
the “ Selangor Government Gazette” of the 9th June :— 





























| 
January to March, 1904. January to March, 1905. 
— | ‘tin | Tin 7 
Tin. | fxPorted im; Total. || Tin, [¢*Portedin) otal, 
Ore. Ore. 
| 
Piculs. | Piculs. | Piculs. || Piculs. | Piculs. | Piculs. 
Perak nil | 35,060 69,045 | 104,105 || 35,303 73,998 | 109,301 
Selangor ... | 29,859 41,537 71,396 || 26,697 48,174 74,871 
Negri Sembilan ...} 10,431 9,022 19,453. | 12,011 8,858 20,869 
Pahang... bis 882 3,580 | 4,462 | 1,589 5,912 7,501 
Total -.| 76,232 | 123,184 | 199,416 | 75,600 | 136,942 | 212,542 
| | 














NOTE.—1 picul = 1333 lbs. 
* The following note appears in the ‘‘ Gazette,” viz. :—“ The figures for 1904 will 
not agree with those previously published, To obtain a true comparison it has 
been necessary to reduce the tin ore to 70 per cent. instead of 68 per cent. of the 


gross weight.” 





DENMARK—GREENLAND.,. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 

Chargé d’Affaires at Copenhagen (Mr. G. 

Cryolith. Leach) transmitting the following informa- 

tion in regard to the working of the cryolith 

quarries at Ivigtut in Greenland last year : Exports, 2,215 tons, 

as against 9, 110 tons in 1903; men (exclusive of overseers) 

employed in the summer 48 and in the winter 23, as against 92 

and 60 respectively in 1903; no serious accidents occurred during 
either of the years mentioned. 





ROUMANIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Galatz (Hon. H. C. Dundas) reports 
Petroleum that official statistics show an output of 497,000 
Satins tons of petroleum during 1904. The monthly 
tein average of 1904 was 37,176 tons during the 

first half-year and 45, 635 tons during the second half, 
Of the four oil-bearing districts of Roumania, namely, Prahova, 
Dambovitza, Buzen and Bacan, the district of Prahova is the 
richest, the total output of this district showing 455,354 tons 
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against 26,254 tons in Dambovitza, 8,286 tons in Buzen and 
7,064 tons in Bacan. 

The number of hand wells has increased owing to their small 
cost. Official figures show 744 wells in 1904 against 675 in 1908, 
and those in process of sinking 195 against 163. 

On the other hand the number of productive borings seems to 
have decreased, the figures being 290 for 1903 against 224 in 
1904. The borings under drill have, however, increased from 
114 to 192. 

During the year under review the most noteworthy events in 
the history of the petroleum industry of Roumania have been in 
connection with the large part played by German capital—the 
three German banks, Deutsche Bank, Disconto Gesellschaft and the 
Schaffhausen Bankverein being the channels through which fresh 
companies were formed and old ones supported. 

After giving a descriptive list of principal companies, the Vice- 
Consul adds :—‘ During 1904 several new companies were formed, 
the most important of which is the Standard Oil Company, who 
work under the name of Romana-Americana. Several years back 
they tried to get from the Roumanian Government the concessions 
of the State properties, but they weré unable to come to an agree- 


ment. They are now working private concessions.” (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,432.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 


According to statistics collected by the United States Geological 
Oil Production Survey, the production of crude petroleum in 
the United States last year amounted to 
in 1904. 117,063,421 barrels valued at 101,170,466 dols. 
as compared with 100,461,337 barrels valued at 94,694,050 dols. in 
1603. The average value of the oil per barrel fell from *94 dol. in 
1903 to °86 dol. in 1904, a decrease of 8 cents a barrel. 


The British Vice-Consul at Los Angeles (Mr. C. White) reports 
, , that the output of oil in that district in 1904 
Oil Output in = Fas 10,000,000 barrels. ‘The output for the 
Ee. State (most of it produced south of the centre) 
was 28,400,000 barrels, an increase of 10,400,000 on the production 
in 1903. There are 2, 700 producing wells in Southern California. 
Two oil-tank steamers of a capacity of 60,000 barrels each are used 
to transfer oil to ports on the Pacific Coast, where it can be used by 
oil-burning steamers. This will largely increase the use of oil in 
steam navigation. The City of Los Angeles has practically 
discarded the use of coal. Gas both for illumination and fuel is 
made wholly from oil. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,433.) 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


The quantity of iron ore produced in 1904, according to the 

Dota Oe figures published by the Geological Survey, 

weadheniten amounted to 27,644,330 tons as compared with 
35,019,308 tons in 1903. 


According to the “ Bulletin” of the American Iron and Steel 

entities ait Association, the production of cut nails in the 

and Wire Nails United States in 1904 was 1,283 3862 kegs (of 

* 100 Ibs. each) against 1,435,893 kegs in 1903, a 

decrease of 152,551 kegs. In 1886 the maximum production of 
8,160,973 kegs was reached. 

The production of wire nails in 1904 amounted to 11,926,661 kegs 
(of 100 Ibs.) as compared with 9,631,661 kegs in 1903, an increase 
of 2,295,000 kegs. 

Note.—The statistics of the Association include only standard 
sizes of nails and spikes cut from plates. They do not embrace 
railway and other forged spikes, machine-made horse-shoe nails, 


cut tacks or small sizes of nails. 





MEXICO. 


In the opinion of H.M. Consul at Mexico City (Mr. L. J. Jerome) 
abundance of hydro-electric power, cheap and 


Bi on el unorganised labour, stability of climate and 
sedis *" geographical situation are a strong combination 
veseren of favourable factors which are destined to 


make Mexico a manufacturing country of the first rank, to which 
can be added the recent discoveries of mineral oil or petroleum, and 
the development of the coalfields in the north-eastern sections, 
which will supply the required fuel. 

In connection with the iron and steel trade of Mexico Mr. 
Jerome says that it may be interesting to note, in view of the con- 
siderable development of electricity, and the recent discoveries of 
mineral oils referred to above (notably at Ebano, Papantla and on 
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec), and the fact that iron ores of good 

uality are known to exist in various parts of Mexico in very 
considerable bodies, that it is probable that electrical energy may 
be successfully used in the near future in electro-metallurgical 
methods of smelting iron ores. 

Indeed electricity has been successfully used in Mexico in the 
reduction of ores, notably at Monterrey and in Chihuahua. 

With the introduction of modern metallurgical methods, Mr. 
Jerome considers that Mexico will probably export fewer ores than 
heretofore, and there will be more and more treated in the country. 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,429.) 
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ARGENTINA. 


The report on Argentina recently issued by the Foreign Office, 
states that a number of companies have recently 

Gold Dredging. been formed in Buenos Ayres, almost exclu- 

sively with British capital, with the object of 
dredging for gold in various rivers situated in the Argentine 
Republic and in Bolivia, Brazil (Matto Grosso) and Chile. The 
aggregate amount of capital issued by these companies exceeds 
1,500,000/.; but although dredging operations in the countries 
named have not yet reached such proportions as to warrant so 
large an investment, the results of trial borings, made in a large 
number of the rivers to be worked, justify in a large measure the 
belief that gold dredging in South America offers a lucrative field 
for British industrial enterprise and capital. 

The writer of the report (Mr. F. Harford) states that the 
mining law of the Argentine Republic does not provide the 
absolute security of title conferred by the laws and codes of the 
neighbouring countries, especially by Bolivian mining law, but 
this is largely due to the discretionary powers vested in her 
administrators. The present Minister of Agriculture, however, 
has included in his Budget for the current financial year a large 
sum of money which is destined to effect ameliorations and 
improvements in the prevailing methods. A large number of 
dredges are shortly* to be ordered and, in all probability, the 
orders will be placed with British builders. The severity of the 
climate will be an obstacle to dredging during the winter months 
in Tierra del Fuego and Patagonia. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,434.) 

* Report dated Buenos Ayres, 15th May. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


MEXICO. 


H.M. Consul at Mexico City (Mr. L. J. Jerome) reports that the 
Textile manufacture of cotton fabrics in Mexico 
re continues to progress; there are some 150 
y: factories, employing about 30,000 persons of 

both sexes, working at 632,601 spindJes and 20,271 looms. 

The production amounts to some 6,000,000 pieces, estimated at 
350,000,000 yards, and, roughly speaking, the estimated value of 
the total annual output is 6,000,000. Mexican mills are daily 
increasing the quantity of their produce. 

Wool is made into manufactured stuff such as blankets and 
suitings in several places in the Republic, notably in the States of 
Mexico and Durango. The quality of the goods cannot compete 
with British or European manufactures: the same may be said of 
the few linen mills existing to-day. 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 22nd July, 1905, 
were as follows :— 


Wheat sid ib sd — ae Be 
Barley esi st nh ... 208. 7d, 
Oats eee. we) 4 


For further particulars see sp. 184. 


A statement is published on p. 185, showing the quantities of 
a ee the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
‘ toe Pro a imported into the United Kingdom during the 

" week ended the 22nd July, 1905, as well as 


of the imports during the corresponding week of 1904. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. | 
‘he report of the Resident-General of the Federated Malay States 
(Mr. W. T. Taylor, C.M.G.) for the year 1904, 


Development of -+ ates that, next to mining, the development 


bee and prosperity of agriculture is of most interest 
sor lions 4 ’ in connection with those States, and that the 


agricultural industry is one for which there 
would appear to be a great future. 

Dr. Willis (the Director of the Royal Botanical Gardens at 
Peradeniya, Ceylon), who visited the States last year, entertains a 
very high opinion of their capabilities and prospects in the matter 
of agriculture. He considers the most promising enterprises from 
the capitalist’s point of view to be rubber, sugar, and cocoanuts, 
in the order named, and from the small holder’s point of view, 
cocoanuts, sugar, tapioca, rice, pepper, and rubber. According to 
Dr. Willis, whose views are shared by most observant people at 
the present time, the rising industry of the tropics just now is 
undoubtedly rubber. The Federated Malay States are admirably 
suited to this industry ; they have a vast extent of virgin country 
to work upon, a country whose general conditions are similar to 
those of such old established agricultural countries as India, 
Ceylon, and Java. 

The Federated Malay States Government is desirous of helping 
all it can the persons engaged in the rubber industry. Land is 
given on easy terms; loans at moderate rates of interest for the 
purposes of development are made to planters ; and other measures 
are in contemplation to the same end. The result is not unsuc- 
cessful ; land is being rapidly taken up and opened in rubber, and 
the prospects of rubber are so good that this product is attracting 
the whole attention of the majority of the European planters. 

Dr. Willis speaks highly of sugar as a suitable crop for these 
States. Sugar is already an important crop in the alluvial soil of 
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the coast district of Perak, and there appears to be every prospect 
of its becoming one of the most important of the agricultural 
industries of the Federated Malay States. 

Cocoanut cultivation is jenn diets suited to the habits of the 
Malay villager and is very popular with him. It is also in favour 
with European and other capitalist cultivators, and as cocoanuts 
grow well along the coast and for some distance inland, and as the 
yield is good and trees come into bearing early, the cultivation in 
these States may reasonably be expected to extend. 





DENMARK. 


The following particulars of measures taken to develop the 
rearing of silkworms in Denmark are extracted 
from a report by the Italian Minister at Copen- 
hagen :— 

Four years ago a Danish Inspector. of 
Prisons carried out some experiments in silkworm rearing, 
which produced such excellent results that he founded a 
society to continue them on a larger scale. The society have 
recently issued a report from which it appears that, so far, their 
efforts have met with success, 8,000 mulberry trees having 
been planted. In compliance with requests received from 
heads of agricultural schools and from several small farmers, 
the society have established a model station at Vredslése, 
where the latest methods of rearing silkworms may be studied. 
The Italian Minister remarks that some of the silkworms examined 
by him presented a whitish and not altogether healthy appearance ; 
but he adds that he did not inspect them very closely. The 
climate of Denmark is, he considers, suitable for mulberry culti- 
vation ; the temperature being mild and the country being free 
from the spring frosts which are so injurious to the leaves. 


Measures to 
Develop Silk- 
worm Rearing. 





FRANCE. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Consul-General at Havre (Mr. W. R. 
Hearn), which contains the following parti- 
culars of harvest and fruit prospects in 
Normandy :— 

Wheat and rye promise well, provided fine weather prevails, as 
further rain would injure the quality ; the barley and oats crops 
are less promising. The stock of grain and flour is small. 

With regard to the frait crops, early plums are plentiful, but 
the later varieties are very scarce. Greengages will render a half 
crop. ‘The better class pears will be very scarce, whereas stewing 
pears will be more plentiful. Cider and table apples will be very 
scarce, the crop of the former equalling about one-third of an 
average crop. 


Harvest and 
Fruit Prospects 
in Normandy. 





menace cp 
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Agriculture. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul-General at San Francisco (Mr. C. W. Bennett) 
, reports that, according to the figures recently 
ppp at aay issued by the National Association of Wool 
Manufacturers of Boston, California takes the 
eighth place amongst the sheep-raising States with a total of 
1,625,000 head. California’s total production of washed and 
unwashed wools for 1904 was 11,781,250 lbs., or 3,770,000 lbs. of 
the scoured product. The fleece averaged 7°25 lbs. in weight, 
shrinking 68 per cent. The average value was 53 cents per lb., 
or 1,998,100 dols., an increase of 3 cents per lb. over the previous 
year. (oreign Office, Annual Series, 3,433.) 


The British Vice-Consul at San Diego (Major W. T. Allen) reports 

Silk Industry there is reason to believe that in the near 

in California future the cultivation of the silkworm will hold 

. ‘an important place in the industrial develop- 
ment of San Diego county ; the climatic conditions are perfectly 
adapted to the delicate constitution of the worm, and the foliage 
of the mulberry may be had in wholesome condition practically 
during the entire year. Many acres have been planted with 
mulberry trees, and it may be said that while the industry is quite 
in its infancy, a good start has been made, with promise of success. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 5,433.) 





CHINA. 


In his trade report for 1904, the Acting Commissioner of Customs 
at Shasi (Mr. Oliver G. Ready) states that 
cide ad despite the decline in trade during the period 
mae under review, it is worthy of remark that the 
export of raw cotton, which only commenced 

in 1901, has for the past four years been respectively 1,915, 1,455, 
3,660, and 10,642 piculs (picul = 1333 1bs.). Within easy reach of 
Shasi there is, says Mr. Ready, an immense district, most suitable 
for cotton growing, and should fresh seed be imported to replace 
the present effete stock, it is difficult to foretell to what prosperity 
this industry may not attain. Further, there being a cheap and 
plentiful supply of both coal and labour available, it is not 
unreasonable to surmise that cotton mills may be erected and the 
manufacture of thread and cloth successfully commenced. Mr. 
Ready adds: “ Here, surely, are openings for capital and enter- 
prise! On the whole, I would say that the possibilities of future 
commerce are enormous, although time and patience may be 
required to realise them. The channels have never been utilised 
to the full; but they exist, and once given free access to the great 
trade currents, the flow will be sure and strong.” 


Cotton Growing 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The following persons nominated by a Local Authority to the post 
iii ah of Inspector of Weights and Measures, have, 
seta ‘gee during the month of July, passed the examina- 

" onl tion provided for in the 8th section of the 

Weights and Measures Act, 1904 :—J. Fraser, 

Gateshead; J. S. O'Donnell, London County; C. S. W. Powell, 
Radnorshire ; D. H. Seaton, Carlisle; A. C. Smith, Manchester. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 20th July, 1905, 
Cotton Statistics. was 27,231 (including 132 bales British West 
Indian and 16 bales British West African), 
and the number imported during the 29 weeks ended the 
20th July was 2,422,111 (including 3,487 bales British West 
Indian and 1,899 bales British West African). As regards exports, 
the figures are, for the week ended the 20th July, 1905, 2,946 
bales, and for the 29 weeks, 240,481. 
For further details see p. 184. 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of fish 
Fisherv Statisti landed on the English and Welsh, Scotch, and 
ighery Ovabistics, Trish Coasts during the month and six 


June, 1905. months ended 30th June, 1905, compared 
with the corresponding periods of the year 1904 :— 









































Month of June. Six Months ended 30th June. 
—. 1905. 1904. 1905. 1904. 
Quan- Quan- Quan- > Quan- 
tity. Value. | ‘yi y. Value. tity. Value. | ‘yz . Value. 
England and Wales—| Cywts. £ Cwts. £ Cwts. £ Cwts. £ 
Fish, excluding shell 
fish .., sie w.| 776,864! 475,894 | 766,038 | 460,881 ||4,433,244 3,213,675 | 4,153,278 | 2,948,144 
Shell fish a 24.2445; — 26,666 — | 154,021 — 145,777 
Total Value ... — 500,139 — [£487,547 — (3,367,696 —- 3,093,921 
Scotland— 
Fish, excluding shell 
fish ... én ...| 873,808) 264,464 | 806,253 | 227,632 ||2,616,934 | 996,054 |2,475,466 | 947,504 
Shell fish ove an _ 7,614 — 7,759 — 36,279 - 39,357 
Total Value ... —_ 272,078 — 235,391 — /|1,032,333 — 986,861 
Treland— 
Fish, excluding shell | 
ee ise ...| 82,904) 28,013 | 125,840 | 37,637 || 356,933 139,131) 467,170; 158,319 
Shell fish — 1,909 —_ 1,204 | os 5,781 —_ 4,379 
Total Value...) — 29,922 — 38,841 | 144,912 — 162,698 





























Notse.—All the above figures are subject to correction in the annual returns. 











o 
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Miscellaneous. 





FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


The following figures of the total value of imports and exports o 

’ the Falkland Islands during the years 1903-4. 

Trade in 1904. ss taken from the report recently issued by the 
Colonial Office :— 














—_— 1903. 1904. 
£& £ 
Imports... ove eee ove ose see oe 66,416 49,501* 
Exports... os 00s a ese oo ood 115,915 126,935 
Totals ees eee ose od 182,331 | 176,436 








Of the total value of exports last year, wool accounts for a sum 
of 115,3591. as compared with 103,597/. in 1908. 


* Includes £1,335 specie. 





RUSSIA: 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia (Mr. Henry Cooke) 
Mitenith do snitnt reports that an Imperial Decree has been pub- 
> lished in the ‘Commercial and Industrial 
irms to despatch Gazette” (St. Petersburg) , tai 
a given quantity [A2°%e (St. Pete sburg), empowering certain 
Russian merchants and Hamburg firms to 
of Goods Duty . : eye - . & 
Free to Siberia, Port into Siberia, vid the Kara Sea and the 
mouths of the Obi and Yenesei, duty free from 
abroad, a given lengthy list of goods, &c., to a total extent of 
682,000 pouds (10,994 tons). The goods named include food- 
stuffs (except tea, wines and spirituous liquors), machinery, 
apparatus, &c., china and porcelain ware, chemicals, oils, metals, 
instruments, and various other goods and articles. ‘The firms thus 
authorised are the following:—S. W. Vostrotin, N. N. Gadaloff 
(name of a wealthy Siberian merchant), the Hamburg firm of 
“ August Bolten, William Miiller successors,” the St. Petersburg 
merchant D. L. Jivotovski, and the Hamburg firm of Hartog and 
Stang. 

Mr. Cooke further reports that the “ Sibirski Viestnik ” (Tomsk) 
gives publicity to certain rumours as to the renewal of the Northern 
Sea Route. It states that, according to information deserving of 
credence, there will be imported during the present navigation 
season 40 steamers for service along the river Yenesei. These 
steamers, it is said, have been bought by a well-known English- 
man by order of the Russian Government, for the carriage of 
500,000 pouds of rails and other goods for the Siberian railway. 
It is also said that authorisation has been granted to import by sea 
to the mouths of the Yenesei various goods from England duty- 
free. 





July 27, 1905.) THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 183 





Miscellaneous: 





FRANCE. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Embassy at Paris, forwarding copy of a report 
presented to the French Senate upon a Bill for 
gy ea a the prevention of fraud in the sale of goods and 

the adulteration of foodstuffs and agricultural 
of Foodstuffs and 

Agricultural pee. _ 

ieteens The Bill, originally voted by the Senate, has 

been adopted by the Chamber of Deputies with 

certain modifications, of which the Commission of the Senate have 

approved, and they now recommend the adoption of the Biull 
without further modification. 

The report may be seen at the offices of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 


Prevention of 
Fraudulent Sales 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The report of Mr. C. W. Bennett, H.M. Consul-General at San 
Francisco (foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,433) contains at pp. 20-1 some useful 
hints to intending settlers in California. 


Hints to Intending 
Settlers in California. 





MEXICO, 


Referring to the notice published on p, 565 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 22nd June last, relative to 
:, the table of equivalents of the Mexican gold 
of Mexican "Sly “egg senior 4 ities Se ie 
Dollay. peso in the currency of other countries having 
a gold standard, for the purpose of determining 
from time to time the amount of the fees payable to the diplomatic and 
consular representatives of Mexico, a despatch has heen received at 
the Foreign Office 7rom H.M. Minister in Mexico (Mr. G. Greville, 
C.M.G.), forwarding a translation of the Decree of 24th May, 
containing the table in question. It is to be noted that the table 
is in force from Ist July to 3lst December, 1905, and that a 
similar list of equivalent values is to be compiled and published 
in the months of May and November of each year, to come into 
force on the lst July and Ist January respectively, covering the 
period comprised within the following six months. 
The translation may be seen at the offices of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 


10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 


Exchange Value 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 29 Weeks 
ended 20th July, 1905 :— 




















Week ended yer a Week ended —— 
eee aos >? | 20th July, |} 2°88 Sty» | goth July, 
, 1905, , 1905, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) ( Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American 4. one asks 16,796 . | 2,086,151 782 168,426 
Brazilian ia _—_ ine — 36,705 — 549 
East Indian ... eee abe 2,009 32,733 678 8,035 
IN, haa 2: ideg a Le 8,278 278,122 1,072 60,800 
Miscellaneous ‘aa : 148* 38,400+ 414 2,671 
J ose ons 27,231 2,422,111 2,946 240,481 




















* Including 132 bales British West Indian and 16 bales British West African. 
+ Including 3,487 bales British West Indian and 1,899 bales British West African, 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 22nd July, 1905, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price, 





Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 





a. & s. 4. .. £ 
Week ended 22nd July, 1905 ... wee ae 6 23 7 1g 11 


Corresponding week in— 


1898 eee eee eee eee eee eee 36 ll 24 2 20 ll 
1899 see - eee eee wee see eee 25 2 22 5 18 2 
1900 eee eee eee ee0e eee eee 29 3 24 4 19 gy 
1901 eee eee eee eee eee see 27 3 22 1 19 4 
1902 see eee eee eee see eee $1 5 25 0 22 8 
1908 ... eee eee vee eee o.| 28 7 20 10 18 5 
1904 see eee see eee eee eee 27 7 18 10 17 6 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 


imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 22nd July, 1905, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 


previous year. 








Week ended | Correspond- 
—_—_ 22nd July, | ing Week in 
1905, 1904. 
Animals, living :— i 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves cco «= coe «= maber. 10,872 8,226 
Sheep and lamb a” em ae, o 935 3,003 
Swine ... cee coe eve ose oe 9 — mp: 
Horses ... ok” aa si tel ae ee 196 252 
Fresh Meat :— 
ee ae ae he * Cwts. 70,095 86,472 * 
PR ee ee ee oe * 68,384 79,695 
Pork eee eco eee eee eee ee ” 4,040 3,536 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
SN ts: ine: en oe ae ce Cwts. 114,058 112,203 
Beef eee eee eee aoe ee ? 3,876 2,030 
Hams ece eee eee eee eee 9 35,557 25,924 
Pork . see eee eee eee ee +B) 5,883 6,974 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh one - 8,745 11,315 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting... i 9,387 10,045 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
ae - ae: «oh sb <a: :o Cwts. 89,528 91,964 
Margarine ed tga Oe eet Pas Fg pa 17,367 14,923 
Cheese 20. ees apy? eee or oe a 91,131 66,663 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums a ‘s 49 30 
SS ‘ii oi me eS a 95 244 
» condensed ee ae 14,522 23,652 
»» preserved, other kinds... .. « 53 70 
Eggs one va ‘ion ot one -..| Grt. Hundr. 330,399 458,252 
Poultry ... eee een eee -| Value £ 2,838 7,622 
Game ais ba ag “a | fe si i. 6 27 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) ... * Cwts. 5,639 88 
Lard ae a eee ee, ae me 35,014 89,683 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
Wheat ... ion si oes ee Cwts. 2,658,600 1,509,600 
Wheat meal and flour * ‘ 158,900 191,000 
as <b eae a a 76,100 281,900 
eas ae) ie eee RE a . 495,800 811,700 
a eee ee ‘. 41,921 36,950 
Beans a aa ae ae ee a 18,120 12,440 
Maize or Indian corn... ... = ase we am 612,700 729,500 
Fruit, raw :— 
ree ee Cwts. 14,339 24,245 
Apricots and peaches...  ... eee in 4,026 1,478 
Bananas si ie en ese = eee += Bunches. 77,858 144,555 
Cherries ... >" ae se 0 Mme ee Se Cwts. 9,322 17,371 
Currants... poe aie we “a oe 13,469 9,321 
Gooseberries .., wai in ae ‘a . 537 1,747 
URED ce tte wet 9 8,570 2,115 
Lemons ... ASA ei ee aaa i “ 14,384 33,080 
eet > ida ish ctnin cohen OS oalecltarae 3,657 28,738 
_— - “wer a 5,942 13,540 
ne eee 7 20,717 51,032 
Strawberries ... aad we a me * 387 124 
Unenumerated ... ees ae Kd 20,645 66,697 
Hay... we baie abi an me ea Tons. 2,961 3,475 
Straw eee eee eee eee eee ar > >] 1,246 2,623 
Moss Litter. (Not shown prior to 1905)... - 1,409 = 
Hops os we a DY aa a Cwts. 112 936 
Locust Beans... ies es fa’ ds tes - 12,400 11,760 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ... _ see on aed «| Bushels. 128,804 105,478 
Potatoes iat, Schliahi en e o Cwts. 117,858 109,779 
Tomatoes a. te ai. eer ie oe 40,221 59,718 
Unenumerated... . ... us ath «| Value £ 7,351 5,431 
Vegetables, dried “os a - ~ Cwts. 2,908 4,927 
Preserved by canning... eee ove ee . 3,624 2,980 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of June, 1905, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance 
of ls. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that Volume I. of the 
‘Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1904, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 7d. at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1900-1904, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and toeach country). The second volume will contain details 
as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of 'l'rade Labour Gazette” is published by the Board 
of Trade about the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the July issue :— 
State of the Labour Market in June; Eight hour day in Govern- 
ment Workshops; German Labour Colonies in 1904; Coal 
Mining in 1904; Pauperism, 1877-1905; Recent Conciliation and 
Arbitration Cases, and Relief of the Unemployed in June. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and Miscel- 
laneous Series issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal.” 


ANNUAL. 


No. 3,439. Trade of Lourenco Marques for 1904. 











































Increase in share of transit 
trade, due chiefly to the advan- 
tageous rates for through goods 
traffic between this port and 
the Transvaal as compared with 
corresponding rates from other 
coast ports. 

Detailed statement as _ to 
imports, the value of which has 
increased by about 1 per cent. 


Progress of harbour improve- 
ment works. 

Details of charges imposed 
by certain s.s. lines for the 
delivery of goods. 

Remarks on Customs regula- 
tions. 

Statistics of trade, shipping 
and population. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,440. Trade of Consular District of Cherbourg for 1904. 


Bulk of trade is carried on 
with United Kingdom, whence 
49,783 tons of coal were im- 
ported in 1904, as compared 
with 50,005 tons in 1903. 

Stone quarries in the district 
attract many smaller British 
vessels and barges which come 
over empty to load with stone. 


Tables of 
pilotage dues. 

Statistics of shipping for 
Cherbourg, Granville, St. Malo, 
Barfleur, St. Vaast, Cartaret, 
and Portbail. 

Import and export returns. 


sanitary and 


This publication also contains a report from St. Malo. 


No. 3,441. 


Bad effects of the war on 
general trade. 

Business done at the Nijni 
Novgorod fair was about the 
same as in 1902, but worse 
than in 1903. 

Ordinary traffic with Siberia 
has been restricted by mili- 
tary exigencies; but a large 
amount of money has been 


No. 3,442. 


Value of imports and exports 
amounted to 3863,000/. and 
190,420/. respectively, as com- 
pared with 292,700/. and 
195,310/. in 1903. 

The harvest was far below 
that of the preceding year, and 


Trade of Moscow for 1904. 


made by the inhabitants of 
that country owing to the 
influx of troops. 

Remarks on imports: 
machinery, motors, electrical 
appliances, machine _ tools, 
leather, chinaware, tea, bicycles, 
phonographs, chemicals, &c. 

Hints to would-be adver- 
tisers. 


Trade of Erzeroum for 1904. 


exporters had to draw on 
reserves. 

Extraordinary increase in 
imports of German and Italian 
goods. British cotton goods 
showed a decrease of 25 per 
cent. owing to the competition 


of these countries. 


No. 3,443. Trade of Dar-al-Baida for 1904. 


Statistics of trade, with table 
showing share of different 
countries since 1896. 

Openings for domestic sani- 
tary appliances, house fittings, 
cheap ready-made clothing for 
men and youths, and bright 
coloured dress materials, &Xc., 
for women and girls. 


1905 promises to be an 
exceptionally bad one _ for 
business, as on account of 
drought there will be no crops 
for export. 

Projected port improvements 
at Dar-al-Baida and Saffi. 


This publication also contains rerorts fiom Rabat, Mazagan, 


Saffi, and Mogador. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,444. Trade of Costa Rica for 1904. 


Table showing the distribu- Drainage and water works 
tion of the coffee crop, which will probably be commenced in 
was the smallest for ten years. San José at an early date. 

Large increase in the cultiva- Statistics of trade and 
tion and export of bananas. finances. 

No. 3,445. Trade of Germany for 1904. 

Benefits and disadvantages Account of the coal strike of 
of trade syndicates. 1904. 

Economic history of the New mining legislation. 
year. Statistics of coal and iron. 

Remarks on new commercial Suggested permanent Im- 
treaties. perial control of exhibition 

Effect of present treaties on matters. 
various industrial groups indi- Attempts to solve the pro- 
vidually examined. blem of small dwellings for 

Detailed account of German workers. 
trade with treaty countries. Participation of foreigners 


in public tenders. 
No. 3,446. Trade of Genoa for 1904. 


Commencement of harbour — the sale of British draperies, 
extension works at Genoa, linen, and printed tissues in 
which are to cost 2,000,000/. Piedmont. 

Details of port regulations. Shipping and trade statis- 

Possibilities of developing tics. 

No. 3,447. Trade of Rostov-on-Don. 

Large increase in exports of — mills, belting, domestic uten- 
grain and wool. sils, bath and sanitary fittings. 

Remarks on chief imports: Agricultural prospects: in- 
agricultural machinery, ma- crease in sowings of all grain 
chine tools, machinery for flour excepting rye. 


This publication also contains reports from Mariupol, Ghenit- 
chesk, Taganrog, and Kertch. 


No. 3,448. Trade of Port Said and Suez for 1904. 


Value of imports amounted Steady growth in cotton ex- 
to £H.1,369,290, as compared ports. 
with £E.1,036,100 in 1903: Improvements effected in the 
share of United Kingdom Suez Canal. 
amounted to ££.287,280. Statistics of trade and 

shipping. 
No. 3,449. Trade of Wuchow for 1904. 

Large increase in trade over Means of developing British 
previous years. trade. 

Growing demand for foreign Proposed railway to Kuelin. 
goods from Kueichow and Introduction of paper cur- 
Yunnan. rency. 


Effects on trade of local dis- 
orders at Kuangsi. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,450. Trade of Gothenburg for 1904. 


Trade and commerce have 
suffered to some extent from 
drought; but, on the whole, 
business has been steady. 

Details of chief exports (but- 
ter, poultry and eggs, grain, iron, 
granite, wood and wood pulp), 
and of imports. Among the 
latter, coal from the United 


Kingdom shows a large in- 
crease. 

Government measures for the 
development of the peat fuel 
industry. 

Remarks on agriculture and 
fisheries. 

Trade and shipping statistics. 


This publication also contains reports from Strémstadt, Udde- 
valla, Marstrand, Warberg, Halmstad, Helsingborg, Landscrona, 
Malmé, Ystad, Ahus, and Carlscrona. 


No. 3,451. Trade of Dantzig for 1904. 


Phenomenal harvest, the 
yield in some cases being esti- 
mated at 50 per cent. above the 
average. 

Effects of drought in the 
Vistula on trade with Poland 
and on exports of .wood and 
sugar. 


Shipments of grain, oats, oil 
seed, &c., for the years 1902-04. 

Probable openings for British 
trade. 

Trade and shipping statis- 
tics. 


This publication also contains reports from Breslau, Konigsberg, 


Memel, and Pillau. 


No. 3,452. Trade of Kiukiang for 1904. 


Substantial increase in total 
trade. 

Details of shipping, 
table of percentages 
different flags. 


with 
under 


Particulars of chief imports © 


(opium, cotton and woollen 
goods, and metals); and chief 
exports (beans, chinaware, raw 


cotton, grass cloth, rice, tobacco, 
paper and tea). 

Statistics of the 
transit pass trade. 

Steps towards a railway sys- 
tem: formation of a company 
to build a line between Nan- 
ch’ang and Kiukiang. 

Import and export returns. 


inward 


No. 3,453. Trade of Porto Alegre for 1904. 


Considerable increase in 
direct imports and exports, the 
United Kingdom’s share of the 
former showing the largest in- 
crease. 

Table showing the difference 
between the rate of import 
duty on the official, or nominal, 


value of goods according to the 
Tariff, and that which this gives 
on their real import value. 
Details of proposed railways 
and public works. 
Development of cold storage. 
Trade and shipping returns. 
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Government Publications. 





MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 
No. 634. . Diamond Industry of Antwerp. 


Sketch of the development Possibilities of establishing 
of the diamond trade in a British diamond industry. 
Belgium. Countries to which diamonds 

Detailed description of the are sent. 


process: of diamond cutting. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORT. 


A report from the following British colony has been issued since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal, viz. :— 


No. 450. Weihaiwei. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Annual Statement of the Navigation and Ship ping of the United 
Kingdom for the year 1904. [Cd. 2,556.) Price 3 8s. 1d. 


This return, which is compiled annually in the Statistical 
Department of the Board of Trade, contains statements of the 
entries and clearances of sailing and steam vessels engaged in the 
foreign and coastwise trades at the several ports of the United 
Kingdom, together with statistics of vessels built and registered 
at each port, &., &&. Comparative summary tables embracing 
the five years 1900 to 1904 are contained in the return as regards 
vessels entered and cleared at ports in the United Kingdom, 
proportion of British to Foreign tonnage, &c., &c. 


Wireless Telegraphy. Return relative to the working of the 


Wireless Telegraph Act for the first three months of 1905. 246. 
Price 14d. 


This return shows the number of licenses to use wireless 
telegraphic apparatus applied for, the number of messages dealt 
with, the amount received by the Post Office for such messages, 
with the proportion thereof due to the Marconi Company, and the 
cost incurred by the Post Office for the instruction of postal 
servants in the Marconi system. 


Imports from British Colonies (120). Price 14d. - 

This return shows the average wholesale prices in June and 
December each year from 1890 to 1904 inclusive, of the following 
articles imported from the principal exporting British Colonies :— 
Wheat; oats; beef, fresh (including frozen); lamb and mutton, 
fresh (including frozen) ; butter; cheese ; and wool. 


Japan. No. 1 (1905). Award of the Arbitration Tribunal 
appointed to pronounce on certain questions as to the interpretation 


of Treaties with Japan with regard to Leases held in perpetuity. 
[ Cd. 2,583.]. Price 2d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 


BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; : 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, ft 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
and intended for general information, is conveyed to the public. 
The “Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & — : 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 

THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE.—In consequence of the transfer 
of the Imperial Institute to the Board of ‘Trade from the beginning 
of 1908, the work formerly carried on by the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Office of the Imperial Institute is now conducted by the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

Among the branches of work now carried on by the Imperial 
Institute at South Kensington are the scientific investigation of 
the economic products of the British Empire with a view to their 
commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of the arrangement 
and classification of the Collection of these products which is 
exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the 
sample room at 73, Basinghall Street. 

The “Imperial Institute Bulletin,” issued quarterly, contains 
information and reports bearing on the work carried out in the 
Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 

March, 1905. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 





India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall avaiable information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or. written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, d&c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 


Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
_ opened under the designation of ‘Canadian Government Trade 
Enquiry Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial commu- 
nity. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 


Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have opened offices at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., for the 
purpose of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, which will be 
under the direction of the Agent-General for the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

a. Lewis Atkinson, who has been appointed Commercial 
Agent, attends daily to deal with enquiries on all Commercial and 
Trade matters connected with Cape Colony. 


Queensland.—F or the convenience of the commercial community 
ia the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 
nection with Queensland. 

A Reading Room will also be provided in which maps, 
directories, statutes, Government reports, and other publications 
of the State can be seen. 


March, 1905. 
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